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Mayor White to Unveil Model of Affordable, Sustainable Houston Housing

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for 99K House is June 16

Houston, TX (15 June 2009) Mayor Bill White will cut the ribbon and make comments regarding the completed 99K House on June 16. The new home is a showcase of affordability, using sustainable design techniques and materials specially suited for the hot, humid Gulf Coast Climate.
EVENT INFORMATION

What: The 99K House Ribbon Cutting

Date: Tuesday, June 16

Time: 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Location: 4015 Jewel Street, Houston, TX 77xxx

Details: Street parking is available. Refreshments will be served.

In September 2007 Rice Design Alliance (RDA) and AIA Houston organized a competition to design the home; 182 entries from 16 countries were received. On October 31, 2008 Mayor White helped turn the first dirt, marking the start of construction. Mayor White, RDA and AIA board members, and representatives from the Land Assemblage Redevelopment Authority (LARA) initiative, which donated the lot in the Fifth Ward, welcome the community to join in the ribbon cutting ceremony. Attendance is free and refreshments will be served. 
Organizers hope the house, designed by the winning team of Seattle architects Hybrid / ORA (Robert Humble, Joel Egan, Ben Spencer, Owen Richards, Tom Mulica, and Kate Cudney), will help rejuvenate the neighborhood, a goal of the Mayor’s Houston Hope program for struggling neighborhoods. The Tejano Community Center arranged the sale of the winning house.
-more-
Volunteer employees of D. E. Harvey Builders donated their services to build the house. “Every year or two, we try to do a special project for our community,” says President and RDA Board Member David Harvey, “and this year on the advent of 
our 50th anniversary I was looking for an extra special one. When I heard [then] RDA President Nonya Grenader talk about the 99K House Competition, she made it sound so exciting and purposeful that I decided it was exactly what we were looking for.”

The house is 1,200 square feet and has three bedrooms, two bathrooms, and an energy-efficient geothermal heating and cooling systems. The design is easily adaptable to any location. Organizers hope it will become a prototype for future affordable and sustainable housing in Houston. More details about the house and design competition are at www.the99khouse.com
The 99K House competition was supported in part by generous grants from the Houston Endowment Inc., the National Endowment for the Arts, the Texas Commission for the Arts, and the Houston Arts Alliance.
About Rice Design Alliance
Rice Design Alliance (RDA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of architecture, urban design, and the built environment in the Houston region through educational programs, the publication of Cite: The Architecture + Design Review of Houston, and active programs to initiate physical improvements. RDA commentary on current Houston architecture and design issues is at www.offcite.org. Membership is open to the public. More information is available at http://rda.rice.edu or by calling 713-348-4876.

About AIA Houston

The Houston Chapter of the American Institute of Architects is the professional society for architects in the greater Houston area and has over 1,800 members. AIA Houston and the Architecture Center Houston Foundation are located in the Architecture Center Houston (ArCH), where architectural exhibitions and programs are ongoing throughout the year. The Foundation gives grants for architecture-related projects and provides educational programming for the Houston community. 
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