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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                            
Contact: Carrie Stallwitz

Phone: 713-320-8165
Email: carrie@witzpr.com
RDA Announces Planning: Post Hurricane Ike

Free Civic Forum Series to Address Hurricane Policy, Response, and Protection for the Houston-Galveston Region

HOUSTON (19 June 2009) With hurricane season now officially underway, the Rice Design Alliance (RDA) plans to re-examine risks facing the Houston-Galveston region, along with possible solutions to the public policy and design challenges facing the region. RDA will host three public meetings as part of this year's Civic Forum, " Planning: Post Hurricane Ike."
“This topic, while not only timely, is also a new one. Much has been discussed about personal preparation for hurricanes, but in terms of policy, design, and infrastructure, the RDA Program Committee felt that there was an opportunity for some important dialog.  We hope this forum will stimulate discussion from all levels of government and planning about how our Houston-Galveston region can best prepare for the next hurricane,” said Kathryn Fosdick, RDA Associate Director for Programs.
The first forum will be held July 15 and feature nationally recognized meteorologists, experts in surge tide modeling and prominent scientists. The topic will be, “What are the dangers and hazards of living on the Gulf Coast?” Houston Chronicle science writer and blogger, Eric Berger will lead the discussion. Panelists will include Bill Read, Director, National Hurricane Center, NOAA National Weather Service; Hanadi S. Rifai, Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering Department at the University of Houston; Col. Len Waterworth, (Ret.), Commander, United States Army Corps of Engineers; and Gordon Wells, Program Manager, Center for Space Research at the University of Texas, Austin. 

On July 29th experts in earth sciences, coastal management, and planning will address the issue of finding the best management practices. Finally, on August 19th, leading experts will discuss alternative design solutions to defend our coastal communities and industrial infrastructure against the growing threat of hurricanes.

As reported in the 18 June issue of The Houston Business Journal, a new $1.25 million two-year grant from the Houston Endowment for the Severe Storm Prediction, Education and Evacuation from Disasters group will allow experts to put real numbers to damage estimates of a direct strike on Houston by a powerful hurricane. Jim Blackburn and Phil Bedient, co-principal investigators on the grant, will be taking part in the Planning: Post Hurricane Ike forum.

-more-

 "There's no question that Houston dodged a bullet with Ike," said Blackburn. "It opened a lot of eyes to the vulnerabilities we face from a big storm. The reality is that we have developed this entire region without regard to the risks of a big hurricane."
DATES:

Wednesdays, July 15; July 29; and August 19

TIME:

All Civic Forums start at 7 p.m.

PLACE:

Brown Auditorium, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
1001 Bissonnet (Enter via the Main Street door)

TICKETS:

Admission is free and open to the public.

Additional parking at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston is available until 7 p.m. for $3 in the museum garage located at the corner of Binz and Fannin.
The Rice Design Alliance is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of architecture, urban design, and the built environment in the Houston region through educational programs, the publication of Cite:  The Architecture + Design Review of Houston, and the promotion of physical improvements in the city. Membership is open to the general public. For more information about this, and all of RDA’s exceptional programming and events, please call 713-348-4876 or visit www.rda.rice.edu. 
The Rice Design Alliance is an AIA/CES Registered Provider of quality educational programs. For this civic forum, attendees will earn one Learning Unit/Health, Safety, Welfare, which will be reported to CES Records on behalf of the members. Registration at the lecture is required. Non-AIA members may request a Certificate of Completion to fulfill state MCE requirements.
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