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Contact: Kathryn Fosdick, RDA Associate Director, Programs

Phone: (713) 348-5583

Email: kfosdick@rice.edu

Rice Design Alliance presents its 2009 Architecture Tour: 

Small Houses x 9
HOUSTON, February 23, 2009 - At a recent RDA Civic Forum, Rice University sociologist Stephen Klineberg stated that “Our children will not have bigger houses, or faster cars, but they will live richer lives.” 

In Houston, where McMansions reign and Hummers patrol, living small is not yet the norm, but it is a growing trend.  The 2009 RDA Architecture Tour will highlight innovative examples of small (under 2,000 square feet), but smart houses.  

From an intricately designed, energy-efficient, entirely repeatable row house, to a creatively retrofitted, unique shipping container, the range of how Houstonians are living small is broad.  Included in the lineup is the 99k House and the Rice University Solar Decathlon House, both under 1,500 square feet.  

DATES: 
Saturday and Sunday, March 28-29, 2009

TIME:

from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:
*5011 Blossom Street (TICKET SALE LOCATION)
Nonya Grenader Architect, completed 2009

1302 Knox Street
Savino Architecture, completed 2002 

*614 Columbia Street (TICKET SALE LOCATION)
Carlos Jimenez Studio, completed 2000

206 Cordell Street

Numen Development, LP, completed 2008
*4015 Jewel Street (TICKET SALE LOCATION)
Hybrid/ORA Architects, est. completion 2009

Winning entry, 99K House Competition

4914 Curtin Street
Brett Zamore Design, completed 2003

*5910 Grace Lane (TICKET SALE LOCATION)
m+a architecture studio, completed 2005

Rice University Campus, 6100 Main Street

Solar Decathlon House

Student Design, est. completion 2009

*1851 Lexington Street (TICKET SALE LOCATION)


Interloop Architecture, completed 2005

-more-
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-continued-

TICKETS:
* Tickets will be available from ONLY these 5 locations on the tour!

The tour is open only to RDA members and guests. RDA 
 Memberships beginning at $45 can be purchased in advance at the RDA office, online, or at select locations on the tour and include a complimentary tour ticket (Household level and higher include two complimentary tickets). 



Tickets to tour all houses are $25; $15 for students (ID required) and senior citizens (65 years and older). 

CIVIC FORUM
In conjunction with the Small Houses x9 Tour, Rice Design Alliance presents a civic forum on the challenges and joys of building small in the City of Houston.  We will have representatives from the banking, development, and government sectors to discuss some of the issues that can arise.  The architects and homeowners for the projects on the tour will be in the audience to ask questions and voice concerns. 

DATES: 
Thursday, March 19, 2009

TIME:

7:00 p.m.

PLACE: 
Brown Auditorium, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

1001 Bissonnet (Enter via the Main Street door) 

Additional parking at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston is available until 7 pm for $3 in the museum garage located at the corner of Binz and Fannin Streets.

TICKETS:
Admission is free and open to the public.

The Rice Design Alliance has held architecture tours every year since 1975 to acquaint Houstonians with the best examples of architecture, interior design, and landscape design in the city.

The Rice Design Alliance is an AIA/CES Registered Provider of educational programs. For this tour, attendees will earn two Learning Units for the Tour and one Learning Unit for the Civic Fourm.  Learning Units will be reported to CES Records on the member’s behalf.  Registration at one house on the Tour and at the Civic Forum is required. Non-AIA members may pick up a Certificate of Completion to fulfill state MCE requirements.

ABOUT RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE

The Rice Design Alliance is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of architecture, urban design, and the built environment in the Houston region through educational programs, the publication of Cite: The Architecture + Design Review of Houston, and active programs to initiate physical improvements. More information available at www.rda.rice.edu. 

