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“Getting High” Topic of RDA Lectures
Fall Lecture Series Features Skyscraper Design
HOUSTON (7 July 2009) – Rice Design Alliance (RDA) will kick off their annual fall lecture series on 16 September at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. This year’s focus is Getting High: Towers in Architecture, and again includes a lineup of internationally renowned architects and designers.
Established and emerging architects worldwide are rethinking vertical buildings. Though an often-disparaged building type, vertical buildings have fostered innovation in design, construction, program, and ideas of social order for over a hundred years. Now, the high-rise is going green and its density promotes urban patterns of sustainability and efficient energy use. 

By highlighting the most innovative practices and concentrating on architectural design at such a significant scale, this lecture series will explore broader issues at both global and local levels. Topics will include competitiveness through innovation and the impact of the current economic climate on future skylines of the world. 
“Tall buildings have long been a focus of design innovation, praise and scorn. They have a significant impact on the environments in which they are constructed. Houston's image is in part defined by its gleaming skyline of towers, and as populations return to the city, residential towers have begun to sprout from the low-canopy of trees in increasing numbers. In the midst of the current economic downturn, this series reflects on recent innovations in the design and construction of towers while asking what their future might hold for the city,” said Christopher Hight, RDA Fall Lecture Series chair and Associate Professor at the Rice University School of Architecture.
All lectures will be held at 7:00 p.m. in Brown Auditorium, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, located at 1001 Bissonnet (enter via the Main Street door.) Pre-lecture wine receptions begin at 6:00 p.m. in the MFAH Foyer at 1001 Bissonnet.

 September 16 - Peter Buchanan
Architect, Urban Planner, Critic, and Writer; London

September 23 - Ali Rahim
Director, Contemporary Architectural Practice; New York

September 30 - Winka Dubbeldam 

Principal, Archi-Tectonics; New York

October 7 - Ross Wimer 

Design Partner, SOM; Chicago

Additional parking at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston is available until 7:00 pm for $3 in the museum garage located at the corner of Binz and Fannin Streets.

RDA will gladly make special accommodations for anyone needing assistance to attend a lecture. Contact RDA directly. A minimum of two week’s notice is appreciated.

TICKET INFORMATION

Series Tickets: 

$20 - RDA, MFAH members

$15 - Senior citizens 65 and older

$10 - Students with identification

$35 - Others

Single Tickets (upon availability): 

$7 - RDA, MFAH members; Senior citizens 65 and older; Students with identification

$10 - Others

To purchase tickets for the series in advance, visit www.ricedesignalliance.org 

The Rice Design Alliance is an AIA/CES Registered Provider of quality educational programs. For each lecture, attendees will earn one Learning Unit, which will be reported to CES Records on the member’s behalf. Registration at the lecture is required. Non-AIA members may request a Certificate of Completion to fulfill state MCE requirements. 

ABOUT RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE (RDA)

The Rice Design Alliance is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of architecture, urban design, and the built environment in the Houston region through educational programs, the publication of Cite: The Architecture + Design Review of Houston, and active programs to initiate physical improvements. Membership is open to the general public. For more information please call (713) 348-4876 or visit www.ricedesignalliance.org
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